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ooy vl Melson

This letier 35 10 fRSpORSC 1B the subject Tetters on the Corndor Cities Transitway project CCTL ]
apologze for the late response. However, [ wanied to take the [ume W answer yout questions aller having
the [Em Zive serous consideration 1o your weas.

tar the COT, the Marytand Lransit Adrnistzation (MTAY = adhering to Federal Transt Aclpministralicn
requirements for conducting the project in conformance with the Naticnal Envirgnmental Policy A of
1969 (NEPA) and other FTA and MTA requirements. Under the NEPA process. the MTA &5 developmg
5 Envircnmental Assessment (EA) and eleven supporting technical repors. The EA and technical
reports will document thes assessment of impacts for the ¢ntirs projevt imcludimg mnpacts from the CCT 1
the  Washimgtoman  Woods  ared. Impacts o specibic neighborhoods  will he Jiscussed in the
G ocineconomic Technicel Repoi i(SETR), The wechmcal repons will he made wvaiiahle an the time the
B A s released. Thess reports witl be posted on the progect wehsite and made available at area County
apyernment banldings (librarses, TEELGNL] SErvIceh Conler, eic). The schedule for the publication wnd
rolease of the EA s sarfy 2013,

This letter- contains Tesponses 1o e vaous points rased oo your comespondences. My team and 1
considered: your COMmENs very carefully and have prepared thix response which addresses he 10pICS
riised m each bettes

Letter L: How to Preserve the Berm

¥ our jetter suggests that the s fway could be mioved closer o Great Senecy Highway amd farther dwiy
from the residences at the Vicas 4l Washineioman Woods by sliminating or relocaning the exisung Eaidi-
O bus. stop located in the suthwest quadran of the Greal Seneca Highway intersection with Mlucdcdy
Branch Road, in the hopes of preserving the existing .earth herm.  The project team helieves this
suggestion has el

Ride-Ome reviewed 1he average daily bosedme and alignting information and 15 open O SOy
relocation of this bus s1GR As such, the team s fooking 1m i se eral typical secnon oplions i s
ihe distance between Greal Senec Highway and the pramsivwiy, mRing mia consideralion proteciive
harriers such as guardrail or concrele harriet needed Tor protection DerweEn the roadway and ransiiway,
ay well as adeguate space allow ADA-complianl pocess 10 the crosswalks on Great Senecs Highway
and Muddy Branch Road.
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As the CCT project moves towird 30% Diesign in the summer 2005, we miy modify the alignment n ths
Yacatian o minimize impacis fo Washingtorian Woods, However, 45 you nole i your letier, ik s
anticipated that the entire berm will nad he able to remain as o 15 today and some modifications. and
irpacts will sl eecor.

Additionstly. the triffic team will evaloaie the lengrh of the right tarn lane from easthiound CGreal deneds
Highway to sonthhound Muddy Branch Road. However. Great Seneca Highwaiy 1s @ state ruute which i
awned and maintained by the Maryland State Highway Administration (SHAL amd thus bas altioae
comral regarding the needed length of the mizht urn lane, The project team i+ coordinating reaularty with
S11A and will continue to work on this issue

Letter 2: Addendum to October 3. 2014 Comments on I

viur addendum letter focuses on the CCT alignment along Muddy Branch Road and Cireat Seneca
Highway and raises four concerss. These are addressed here and will be further addressed m the EA and
supporting techmical documents descnbed ahove,

Concern A: CCT Operations through Intersections

vonr lotter rases coneems regarding the operation al the COT buses approaching and passing throu gh the
Cireat Seneca Highway intersection with Muddy Branch Road. The trapsitway and related impronveTmenis
b the existing traffic signal system lalso addressed 1 more desail 1o Concern C below will be desrgned
o accommedate @l negessary mHAOT vehicle and CCT bus movements, meluding. concurrenl pagiiiis
mevements of imhound and oubound buses approaching each siher in the mtgrsection.  Additionally. the
Lransitway, traffic sagnals, pavement markings, and’ signing will be desiened 1o disconrage and profib
the “guasi-caitlaws” a5 deserihed in your letter from impedmsg the CCT buses

To specifically address your coneern: of potential delay factors, it 15 umportant to understand that we
cinve 1o create 4 balanced transpartation network That continties 1 serve the motorist while providing for
a hizh gqualicy bus rapd rransil service. In doing s, compromise 1o bus avel tme somenmes neads (o be
made i cerain areas o provide for the cafesr service while a shight increase in delay 10 loweer vOIums:
mtaEl st trning moveTnenis ny he the hetter decisinag in other CiTCwmsiances. Qe of purcarrent s1gnak
design phasing  prmeipals thronghout the cntire cormidor s 1o have the CCT bus travel through
tersections when the adjacent matorist through movement 13 pperating.  Therefore, when the CCT bus
wirms from Great Seneca Highway o Muddy Branch Road (the turming movement you discussed), Lhe
T bus phase will occwr concurrent with the easthound Great Seneca Highway through phase. We do
wii intend §ointroduce & fifth signal phase exclusively foe the COT. Since the Great Seneca EHighwiey
through phase. s alleeted the most time in the signal cycle o chie intersection, we arc maximzing the
potential for the bus 10 proceed through the mtersection amd pumimizing delay for the bus. However, as
mentioned above, signal phasing 15 abways a halance and, as o result, the only compEOMISS with thes
approach will be minimal delay Imposed on the fight turning metonsls from Great Seneca Highway 1o
Muddy Branch Road, ¥Yehicles urmng right will hive to wair m the Gz Seneca Highway nigh! o
Lane oneil the bus has passed.

{Concern Br Noise impacts along Muddy Branch Road

Nivise analyeis performed as part of the (0T ndicates that no noise mitigaton is requited along Muddy
Branch Road, The EA and sapporting Noise and Vibration Technical Report will mclede a noise anabysis
of Jong term and shor term affects from the CCT. The report will wdentify noise receptor locations which
were svaluared and state the findimgs of the analvses  For localions where impacts are identified, the feam
wilt work ‘under State and Federal smdance 1o determine W hat. of any. MINZAOON MERSLCEE A
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appropriate:. The C0T bus will operate through the comdar and at the intersections in a fashion symilar (0
general traffic. Tt will not becpas & stundard practice: Alse, there will he no bells or pates al roadway
CENRSINES

{“omeern C: Additional Traffic along Muddy Branch Road

Traffic signals have been proposed on Muddy Branch Road a the imtersections of Whd summer
DiivedMission Drive and 3t Midsumimer Prive/Belward -Campus e to provide safe vehicwiar and
pedestrian crossings of the transitway. As pan of this projgct, the praject team ahsgrved and stuctied the
sxisting traffic along Muddy Branch Road and Great Seneca Highway. The team created a detatled
raffic simulation model called VISSIM osing existing volumes and projected growth to the vear 2035 1o
assesy the present and futore quality of operanons of general waffic and the COT bus. We are confiden
that the addmion of these two sirnals along Muddy Branch Road can create apod progression slong thic
comidar and will provide safe mgress and egress 1o the neighhorhoods of Washinztonian Woads and
Mission Hills. The proposed signals will protect mrning movements from being in conthc! with: the CCT
hus, will provide protected pedestrian movements aErass Muddy Branch Road, wath audible podesiran
signais and countdown pedestrian signal heads (a mnor concern of the commuomtizs) and will also
elinunate the stacking of turming vehicles in the median

Furiher, in order to protest vehicular terning Moverminls and gptimize operations, cxclusive UM liwnes
and Tefe turn signal phases will be introduced along Muddy Branch Road. Bused on field observilicons
and feedback from commumity memoers, i 15 already difficult to turn onte Muddy Branch Road from
sfidsummer Dive and Mission Dnve. Traffic from Midsummer Drive tends o use the median afea as i
refuge and up 1o three cars have been abspsved puliing into the median at the:same HITe This behavios
caises sight distance issues and completely blocks the intersection far mther wming vehiches, thus
diminishing traflic operanions and mereasng neer=ection delay, Inroducing a signal at both mtersections
will belter serve the side street traffic and mIng movements, Further, all the signaks alomg Mudidy
Branch Road from Great Seneca Highway 1o Damestawn Raad will be coondinated, which means the
sipnals will communicate with each ather and the stanal iming will be pptimized 10 allow for progressuon
through the corridor,

Concern 1 Selected Location of the CCT Alignment along Crreat Seneca Highway and
Muddy Branch Road

The sciection of alternatives and options under consideration for the CCT wee based on many facrors
These include a full ranee of environmental impacts, capital costs ¥ consirict, SloFmwater managemenl
umplhcations, travel ime for CCoT buses, gquality of CCT bux operations, Mmpacts 1o pxisting and futon
iraffic. comstruetability. consistency with local plans. mght-ol-way requirements, and coordination and
mpul from government agencies, residential communitics, businesses, and mstitutions Rarely docs onc
<inzular alternative offer the best nesults an all of these arcas

The MTA 15 accountable for and makes 1echnical decistbns on the CCT project. The MTA supported
by a project team which includes comspltants with expertise in enginCering, ranspuriation planring and
envirpnmental analysis. Although MTA s the lgad ngenicy responsible For technical deowwons. these
devisions ane not made in 4 vacoum. There 15 ongoing coordination with a wide range of stakeholders and
their mput is taken inta account 1 making decisiotie. Fxamples include individual residents: commumty
arsncianons; businesses; institutions; multiple agoncies withisn State government (e the Marviand Statc
Highway Adminstration, the Maryiand Depariment of the Eavironmant, {he State Mistoric Preservation
Office - multiple depamments within he ZOVEFNMENEs of Montgomery County, the City of Rock ville and
the City. of Gathersburg; Federal agencies {ie the Federal Transs Admnisteation, US Army Lorps of
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Enygineers i, he washungton Metropolian Area Transit Authonty, utility - CoMmpanmes: anid snany. arnet
nieresl groups. Ihc MTA is part of the Maryland Tepartmant af Trunsporaian and pepomms (0 1S
Geeresary and the Governor of sarylamd

[ ters of process. rhe MTA 255055 alfEmaEtIves amd dlscusses il assessIment weih mmany nl Thuse
slid above, depending oo the specific wopd The process ofien hecones Herakive, with refinements
rrisside wn allernatlives hased on the mput - ceived Ultimasly, the AT A is responsinle for seleetion of the
pre fermed alternative Alromatives may DE cevised an the PrOJect mOvEs farward iR plAnLE and design.
" hecomes “inal” at the compleston of the Natonal Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process. Based
on addimonal EREMEETING and new anfermaton, Aan alternative may be revised afier the completion of

‘SIEP A hat this Ry peguine an I—'m-lmnn‘:-'etm&l R e-Evaluation.

| apprecidte your coptinue interest in the COT, I you have any further guestions, pleass fel free 1o
cantact me at 418-7 £ 1380 or by ematl 2t rkmh’_t:I'i"?:m.:L.'u'lur}-l:md.gm-'

Sancerely.

Rick § Kiegel, PE.
Project Manager. ¢*prador Citles Transitwity

A

(RS sy Henry M. Eay. Figecptive Dhnedint jor Transi Development appd Delivery
ar, Kaian Quing, Pirector. (Hhce of Planning and Programnung



